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Circulation Statistics

This year’s Lynchburg Reads features local author, Carrie Brown, 
who lives and teaches at Sweet Briar College. Ms. Brown’s The 

Rope Walk is a coming of age story of Alice who makes two new 
friends at her tenth birthday party and in the course of the rest 
of the summer learns more about the world of both children and 
adults. Below is a list of activities that are planned in celebration of 
Lynchburg Reads. With the exception of the Gathering of Readers, 

all events are free and open to the public. We are excited to introduce the community to 
one of the writers among us, and we have on hand multiple copies of the book, includ-
ing copies in large print and on CD.

Book Discussion
•	 Wednesday, March 18, 1:00 PM, Lynchburg Public 	
	 Library Community Room

A Gathering of Readers – dinner with Carrie Brown
•	 Monday, March 16, Elston Inn, Sweet Briar College
	 $50.00 per person, benefits the Friends of the Library 
	 Cash bar at 6:30 PM, dinner at 7:00 PM 
	 For reservations, call Lynn Dodge at 455-6330 
	 Make checks payable to “Friends of the Library”

Author Appearances (free admission)
•	 Wednesday, March 11, 1:30 PM, CVCC, Amherst Student Center
•	 Monday, March 23, 7:30 PM, Randolph College, Smith Hall 

THE ROPE WALK by Carrie Brown

Fans of author Stephanie Meyer are 
invited to celebrate Twilight. 

Dress up and join the party, which 
will include a trivia contest, bingo 
game, howling contest, vampire jew-
elry craft, food and an Edward Cullen 
photo op. The party will conclude with 
a countdown to End Civil Twilight at 
7:52 p.m. followed by the “Thriller” 

dance. Bring your Twilight knowledge 
from A to Z to improve your chances 
of winning a prize. It will be so much 
fun that, “It will leave you thirsting 
for more.”

Registration begins Monday, April 6 
and is limited to a Frightening Fifty. 
Call 455-6320 for more information.

Twilight Party
For middle and high school students

Thursday, April 16th

6:00 to 8:00 PM

Kodiak Shredding – Back by 
Popular Demand!

Want to safely dispose of your old financial, 
tax and personal papers? Bring them to the 

library!  Kodiak Shredding will bring its mobile pa-
per shredding truck to the main Library on Saturday, 

April 25 from 10 AM to 2 PM. 

You can view the entire process and be assured that all your 
paper is completely shredded. Cost for shredding is $10.00 for a box 
(18x18x24).  Shred those papers and make a gift to the Friends as well.

For more information, call 455-6310. 

Copy and ILL 
Fees Increase

Public Use PC copies have been in-
creased to $.15 and Inter-Library 

Loan requests will now cost $2.00, 
to defray postage costs. Annually, 
about 40,000 copies are printed from 
the PCs and 700 Inter Library Loan 
books are borrowed 
from other libraries 
(and loaned to their 
readers). 

Craft & Summer Reading Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed to help with our monthly craft program throughout the school year. Volunteers 
need to be 13 years or older, and available on Saturday afternoon for approximately 3 hours, once a 

month. Applications are available at the front desk of the library.

A variety of volunteer opportunities are available mid June through mid August to assist with the summer 
reading programs. We need help with our Monday Movie Matinees, Wednesday Wonders, Thursday Thrills, 

and Fabulous Fridays programs. Volunteers work once a week for approximately 3 hours. If you are interested, tell your 
friends, and sign up to help. You will learn as you earn volunteer experience that can be used on school applications. For 
additional information contact Melody Carlton, 455-6306. 



Sharon Draper is coming to Lynchburg!
Thursday, April 30 • 7:00 p.m.

Sharon M. Draper is a professional educator as well as an accomplished 
writer. She has been honored as the National Teacher of the Year, 

is a five-time winner of the Coretta Scott King Literary Award, and is 
a New York Times bestselling author.

Actively involved in encouraging and motivating all teachers and their students as well, she 
has worked all over the United States, as well as in Russia, Ghana, Togo, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Bermuda, and Guam, spreading the word about the power of accomplished teaching and 
excellence in education. 

Her literary recognition began when, as a challenge from one of her students, she entered and 
won first prize in a literary contest, for which she was awarded $5000 and the publication of 
her short story, “One Small Torch.” She has published numerous poems, articles, and short 
stories in a variety of literary journals. 

The library has multiple copies of all her published books, so please make it a point to read at 
least one and then come to hear the influential voice of a lady who can reach out and touch 
the lives of teens.

This program is open to all readers who enjoy excellent literature.  It is expected to be well 
attended so please plan to arrive early. For further information, call 455-6320.

From the director

Although the events of the past several months have caused concern, I want 

to assure everyone that actions are being taken to maintain a safe and 

comfortable environment for the 1,000 patrons who visit the library daily. 

Since fall, the library has been dealing with individuals who congregate in 

large numbers in front of the library, often blocking the sidewalk, cursing, etc. With the support 

of the city administration, off-duty Police officers have been working here several afternoons 

each week since fall. Several individuals have been banned for inappropriate behavior.  On Janu-

ary 26, the unprovoked shooting of Mr. Robert Brown as he passed by on the front sidewalk 

was unconscionable. Thanks to great police work, the shooter was apprehended and confessed 

within 24 hours; he remains in jail.

Following this incident, additional steps are being taken to enhance safety. Off-duty Police of-

ficers are now on-site several extra hours, five days a week; they continue to be supplemented 

by Plaza security staff. The installation of security cameras is being explored and specialist 

Police officers are assessing the library’s physical layout and will suggest changes to enhance 

safety.  City and library staff will meet soon with the Plaza owner and other tenants to discuss 

common safety issues. 

You can help us maintain a safe environment.  If you see inappropriate behavior inside or 

outside the library, please quietly and immediately report it to staff at the Circulation, Adult or 

Youth Services desks or call us (455-6310). Staff will survey the situation and call the Police, 

if warranted.

In spite of these difficulties, citizens are flocking to the library in record numbers. FY 2008 

was the busiest in the library’s 43-year history; December 2008 was 17% busier than December 

2007. The Winter Story Times are filled to capacity, and, the revitalization of the Plaza will 

bring even more potential library users. Centra’s newly relocated Lynchburg Family Practice 

is bringing dozens of patients and their families daily and a new grocery store will be opening 

shortly.  This is good news for us all.

Lynn Dodge
Library Director
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Tuesday, March 10 - Board Meeting 4:00 p.m. Library Community Room

Monday, March 23 - Annual Meeting 6:30 p.m. Randolph College

Upcoming Friends of the 
Library Board Meetings

Main Library
2315 Memorial Ave.

Lynchburg, VA 24501

Circulation, Renewals, 
Returns, Library Cards

455-6300

Reference and 
Information

455-6310

Youth Services
455-6320

Administration and
Technical Services

455-6330

Volunteer Program
455-6330

Library Hours
Main

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat.
9:30 AM-5:30 PM

Tues., Thurs.
9:30 AM-9:00 PM

Downtown Branch 
Mon.– Fri.

9:30 AM-5:30 PM

Downtown Branch 
and Law Library
900 Church Street

Lynchburg, VA 24504
455-3820

CLOSED

Monday, May 25
Memorial Day

www.lynchburgva.gov/publiclibrary

Visitors are always welcome

Letter from the 
President

Dear Friends,

It has been the very best and the most challenging of 
times for the Lynchburg Public Library. Facing a harsh 

economy, patrons are rediscovering the jewel that is our 
public library and producing historic attendance records. 
Thousands of children, youth, and adults are enjoying 
the library’s exciting and fun reading programs. Rising 
circulation numbers reveal that reading and learning 
are flourishing in Lynchburg!

Check out these impressive 2008 statistics, reflecting 
a 20% increase in circulation over the last four years:

Number of registered borrowers 28,273 
Total collection 153,623
Circulation 563,687 
Number attending all library programs 13,555
Total library visitors	 320,000

Just as 320,000 visitors grace the library’s doors, dra-
matic cuts in state and local government budgets have 
fueled a hiring freeze, leaving some library staff positions 
vacant while the demand for library services soars. The 
recent tragic shooting at the library underscores the 
need for better security which Library Director, Lynn 
Dodge, and the city manager’s office are implementing 
immediately. However, this improvement will require 
funding from sources that are increasingly strained.

As President of the Friends, I ask that you join me in 
ensuring a bright future for our library. Please visit your 
library, become a Friend of the library, and rediscover, 
with the rest of our citizens, what a cultural gem we 
have in the heart of our city. Plan on attending Lynch-
burg Reads 2009 and experience the joy of reading 
and discussing the same book together. I hope to see 
you soon enjoying your Lynchburg Public Library and 
look forward to discussing The Rope Walk with you at 
Lynchburg Reads, 2009!

Margie Lippard

The Amazing Book Race:  
The Lynchburg 2500

Mayor Joan Foster is challenging the citizens 
of Lynchburg to donate 2,500 new books dur-

ing the month of March for children who would 
otherwise not have a book of their own.  She will 
distribute the books as she reads aloud to children 
in classrooms and day care centers and as she visits 
neighborhoods with I-VAN. Books will also be given 
to Social Service client families, health clinics, and 
local agency families.

The Friends of the Library are underwriting the 
Mayor’s Book Race. Givens and Barnes & Noble 
book stores are our partners. They will have cop-
ies of titles recommended by library staff available 
for purchase. The books are appropriate for Pre-K 
through 5th grade.  Books can be dropped off at 
both book stores, the branch library in City Hall, 
both YMCA locations and the main library at the 
Plaza. Donations in the amount of $5.00, $10.00 or 
$20.00 may be made at the libraries. Checks should 
be made payable to the Friends of the Library.

The Mayor and the Magic Finish Line will take 
place at the library on March 28 when the ever-
popular Fish the Magish, of Asheboro NC, presents 
two magic shows to celebrate the Mayor’s vic-

tory and the wonders of 
reading.  Show times 
are 11:00 AM and 

1:00 PM.  Mayor Fos-
ter will participate in 
the magic show. A cel-
ebration cake will be 
served between shows, 
temporary NASCAR 
tattoos will be offered 
to children and all of 
the books collected 

during the month of 
March will be on dis-
play.

For more information call Youth Services at 455-6320.


